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Descriptions of Welsh language use in childcare provisions 

The following descriptions were agreed and recommended by representatives from national childcare support organisations, Cymdeithas Yr Iaith, and the Welsh Government for use when gathering information on the language of childcare provisions (2006):

Welsh-medium setting

Welsh is the language of the setting. Welsh is the language of all activities, and is the language of communication with all children and young people. It is also the language of the setting’s administration. The setting communicates with parents either in Welsh or in both Welsh and English according to parental preference.

Welsh-medium and English-medium setting

Both Welsh and English are used as languages within the setting. With some children and young people Welsh is the language of communication and is the language of all activities. For other children and young people English is the language of communication, and is the language of all activities. Both languages are used for the setting’s administration. The setting communicates with parents either in Welsh or in both Welsh and English according to parental preference.

Bilingual setting

Both Welsh and English are used as languages within the setting. Welsh and English are used as languages of communication with the children and young people and both languages are used for activities. Both languages are used for the setting’s administration. The setting communicates with parents either in Welsh or in Welsh and English according to parental preference.

Predominantly English-medium setting with some use of Welsh

English is the main language of the setting. English is the language of the majority of activities, and is the main language of communication with all children and young people. Some Welsh is introduced to all children and young people through the use of greetings, songs, stories and games. The proportion of Welsh used varies according to the linguistic ability of the staff. English is the language of the setting’s administration. The setting communicates with parents in English.

English-medium setting

English is the language of the setting. English is the language of all activities, and is the language of communication with all children and young people. It is also the language of the setting’s administration. The setting communicates with parents in English.
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